September 2025

Dear Students, Families, and Staff,

The school year 2025-2026 is off to a great start. We had the privilege of
welcoming students on Tuesday. The grade 8’'s had a special afternoon
where they were the only ones in the school and were able to follow their

schedule before the first full day of classes.

Wishing you a restful weekend!

Ms. Sahota Mr. Nikic
Principal Vice Principal

Mr. Richards
Vice Principal

Upcoming Dates To Remember:

September

05 Last day for course change (see your counsellor)
10 Photo Day

19  Pro-D Day-NO SCHOOL

23 Grad Boat Cruise

25 PAC Meeting at 6pm in the Library

20 Truths and Reconciliation Walk (ILT)

30 Day of Reflection for Truths and Reconciliation-no school
October

05 World Teacher’'s Day

13 Thanksgiving-NO SCHOOL

16 Parent Teacher Interviews

20 Photo Re-take Day

21  Post-secondary Fair for Indigenous Students

24 Pro-D Day-NO SCHOOL

North Delta Secondary

northdelta.sec@deltaschools.ca

604-596-7471

We respectfully acknowledge
that we live and work on the
unceded and ancestral lands of
the Coast Salish Peoples,
specifically the shared
traditional territories of the
Tsawwassen, SkwxwU7mesh
Uxwumixw (Squamish), Tsleil-
Waututh, and x¥mabk~eyam
(Musgqueam) First Nations, who
have been stewards of this land
since time immemorial.

Superintendent: Doug Sheppard
A. Superintendent: Brad
Bauman

Principal: Sonia Sahota

Vice Principal: Vlad Nikic

Vice Principal: Bill Richards
Office Manager: Barb Pashak
Chair: Joe Muego

Trustee: Ammen Dhillion

Emergency Contact
Information:

* kidshelpphone.ca (text
686868)

e Mental Health Crisis and
Suicide Prevention Help Line
9-8-8

e Crisis Line 604-872-3311

e Suicide Help Line 1-800-784-
2433

e In an emergency, dial 9-1-1
or go to your nearest
hospital emergency room
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Welcome to the NDSS Library Learning Commons!

We're excited to welcome both students and families into another great year at the NDSS Library Learning
Commons—a dynamic space designed to support learning, exploration, and community.

Last year, the library learning commons went through a major transformation. With new furniture, vibrant
artwork, and shelves full of fresh titles, the space has become more inviting and engaging than ever. We're
especially proud of our newly completed novel room, now organized by genre to give it a cozy bookstore
feel.

Whether students are here to read, research, collaborate, or simply recharge, the North Delta Secondary
Library Learning Commons is a welcoming space where all learners can feel inspired and supported.

Please visit our website for information on library policies, upcoming events, and everything else happening
in the Learning Commons. Website link:
https://sites.google.com/deltalearns.ca/ndsslibrarylearningcommons/home

We look forward to another exciting year of reading, learning, and growing together!

Attendance Reporting
To report student absences, please use email whenever possible to avoid our busy phone lines. Send your
absence notifications to northdelta.sec@deltaschools.ca. If email is not an option, please call the school at
604-596-7471 and press 1 to leave a message on our attendance line.

Permission Forms
There are several forms on Parent Connect for parents to review and authorize. Please log in to Parent
Connect to review the notices and select the appropriate response to each form. All forms must be reviewed
and responded by each student’s parent/guardian by September 30th.

If you are a first time Parent Connect user or have forgotten your password, simply click on the “Forgot My
Password” or the “Retrieve Initial Password” link on the log in page and it will be emailed to you.



https://sites.google.com/deltalearns.ca/ndsslibrarylearningcommons/home
http://deltaschools.ca/
https://cimsweb.deltasd.bc.ca/schoolconnect/parentsignone.aspx
https://cimsweb.deltasd.bc.ca/schoolconnect/parentsignone.aspx
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PAC
Getting involved in the Parent Advisory Council (PAC) is a wonderful way to make a meaningful difference in
our school community. By joining the PAC, parents have the opportunity to share their ideas, help guide
school initiatives, and strengthen the connection between home and school. The PAC plays an important
role in supporting student learning, planning events, and enhancing school experiences for all children.
Whether you can contribute time, ideas, or simply your voice, your involvement helps create a stronger,
more vibrant school community. We encourage all parents to join us—you are an important part of our
team!

Our first meeting in on September 25™, 2025, at 6pm where we will hold elections for our executive positions.
If you are interested in being on the executive, please join us in the Library.We will also publish a virtual link in
advance of the meeting if you are not able to attend in person.

Emergency Preparedness Fee
Last year, the school district introduced an annual $10 Emergency Preparedness Fee to help ensure every
school is equipped with essential emergency supplies - such as food, water, and first aid items - in the
event of a major incident like an earthquake (see letter from May 2024). As of mid-June, we have collected
more than $125,000, which is already being used to ensure each school is stocked with emergency food and
water reserves.

Our ultimate goal is to maintain at least a three-day supply of food and water for every student. This annual
fee, due at the beginning of each school year, plays a vital role in helping us meet that goal and allows us to
replace supplies as they expire. In September, you'll receive more details on how to pay this fee for the
2025/2026 school year. If your family requires financial support in relation to this fee, please contact the
school office. Discretion will be maintained.

Safer Schools Together
Our digital world is often confusing for parents and caregivers. The Safer Schools Together network supports
schools to keep everyone safe (https://saferschoolstogether.com/about-us/). They are a great resource
and have shared some documents that you might find useful.

The links below are live and will continually be updated:
Interpreting and Translating Emojis
https://resources.saferschoolstogether.com/view/474771331/i/

Raising Digitally Responsible Youth
https://resources.saferschoolstogether.com/view/294238754/



https://district.public.deltasd.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2024/05/Emergency-Preparedness-Letter-May-2024.pdf
https://resources.saferschoolstogether.com/view/474771331/i/
https://resources.saferschoolstogether.com/view/294238754/
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Terry Fox Run
Our school is excited to take part in in the 45th Anniversary of Terry Fox's Marathon of Hope. Terry started a
marathon against cancer. Together. We can help finish it.

Our Terry Fox School Run Details:
Date/Time: Thursday September 25th

Show Your Support By:

Online Fundraising:

Donate by scanning the QR code and searching for your school name.
All donations are receipted by email.

Bring cash and/or cheque donations (cheques made payable to The
Terry Fox Foundation)

To school to their A block teacher

Terry's Story

At the age of 18, Terry Fox was diagnosed with osteogenic sarcoma and was forced to have his right
leg removed. Determined to help others suffering from cancer. he decided to run across Canada.
running a marathon a day for 143 days, to raise funds for cancer research. Unfortunately, Terry's
cancer returned, and he was forced to end his Marathon of Hope, but his legacy had only just begun.
Today, the future of cancer research is very bright. The Terry Fox Foundation funds a variety of
different cancer research projects such as lung, breast. ovarian. colorectal. pediatric, prostate, brain
and blood. With your support. we will continue to make a difference in the fight against cancer. Please
join us to support cancer research while building incredible school spirit for all our students.
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Truth and Reconciliation Walk on September 29, 2025
Call to Action #80
By participating in the Walk for Truth and Reconciliation you are walking with Indigenous Peoples on the
path to healing.

On this day, we honour Survivors, their families, and communities, and ensure that public commemoration
of the history and legacy of Residential Schools remains a vital component of the Reconciliation process.

Orange T-shirts: Reuse for Representation
¢ We encourage you to recycle orange t-shirts that you have outgrown
e Buy at a local thrift store as many shirts have been donated
¢ The Orange Shirt Day website has a list of retailers. Proceeds directly benefit Indigenous communities
e Please encourage everyone to wear orange - a cuff made from orange construction paper is sufficient

Orange-Shirt-Day-Bead
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Personal Digital Device Guidelines
Student’s personal digital devices are to be separate from themselves to ensure an environment conducive to learning
during instructional time
e Students are to keep their personal digital devices in the cell phone holders in each of their classes, no exceptions
e Students are not to have their phones on themselves (ie: pockets of pants or jackets) during instructional time
e Students are not to have their cell phones or PDD’s in the hallways during instructional time (vending machines are
not available during instructional time)
e During instructional time (which includes ILT) students must securely store their personal digital devices (ie. Cell
Phones, AirPods etc.) in the classroom cell phone holders

If students have their personal digital devices with them during instructional time, staff members will collect the phone
and bring it to administration
e Students carrying/using cell phones in the hallways, during instructional time, will be asked to provide their phone
to an adult and the phone will be brought to administration
e Students will be able to retrieve their personal digital device from administration after the end of the school day
* If a student’s personal digital device is brought to administration on multiple occasions, parents/caregivers will be
contacted and asked to pick up the device

Restricting the use of personal digital devices at North Delta Secondary addresses the following:
e Concerns regarding the safety of students within the building
e Concerns regarding bathroom vandalism and inappropriate student behaviour within the bathrooms
¢ The use of personal digital devices will be for instructional purposes and digital literacy
e Accessibility and accommodation needs will be addressed for intended students
e Medical and health needs will be addressed for intended students
e EqQuity to support learning outcomes will be addressed for intended students

Washrooms at NDSS
We are asking that you engage in a conversation with your student(s) who attend ND. We need to make sure our
washrooms at ND are safe for all students. The issues we face here are faced by many secondary schools, but with
your help we would like to change that.

Here are some talking points that might assist:
e All spaces in the school must be safe for everyone
¢ Vandalism violates the School Code of Conduct and consequences will be issued
e Use the facilities in the same way you would at home (flush after use, do not waste toilet paper or soap)
e Remind students that there is a one student at a time policy for leaving class
e Do not hang out in the washroom, use the facility and immediately return to class
e Only one student in a stall at a time

Washroom procedures:
e Students needing to leave class during instructional time will be required to sign out when they leave and sign back
in when they return to class. Teachers will have forms for students to complete for tracking purposes.
e Students will be asked to keep their cell phones in the cell phone holders in class when leaving the classroom
e Each classroom will be given a colour coded Hall Pass on a lanyard that must be visible
e Only one student at a time is allowed to leave a classroom



