North Delta Secondary

DECEMBER 2024

As we near the end of 2024, please join me in celebrating all the great things happening at ND and let’s mourn
a loss to the ND community. This academic year, 2024-2025 has significant hghlights, whether it be our
athletics, the increase in extra-curricular clubs, a profile on Global National News, or graduation celebrations.
But we have endured a loss. | am proud of the students, staff, and members of the community who came

together to mourn Joseph Maku. Our thoughts are with the family.

Our school goal of belonging is supported by the district’s vision statement: An innovative and inclusive
community where all learners belong and everyone soars. With the breadth of extra-curricular clubs, we hope
that all students can connect and feel they belong at NDSS.

Wishng everyone a restful winter break! Merry Christmas! Happy Hanukhah! And Happy Kwanzaa!

See you on January 6th, 2025.

Ms. Sahota Mr. Nikic Mr. Richards

Principal Vice Principal Vice Principal

Important Dates to Remember:

December 3-5 Candy Grams Sale (Musical Theatre)
December 6 Grade 9 Market Day

December 11 Grad Breakfast

December 12 Coffee House

December 20 Last Day of School in 2024
December 20 Student Council Breakfast
December 20 Grad Council - Assembly (school wide)
December 21 First Day of Winter

December 25 Christmas Day

December 25 - January 2 Hanukkah

December 26 - January 1 Kwanzaa

January 1 New Year’s Day

January 6 School Resumes

January 16 PAC Meeting

January 17 Student Council donut sale

January 29 DPAC at NDSS

northdelta.sec@deltaschools.ca

604-596-7471

We respectfully acknowledge that
we live and work on the unceded
and ancestral lands of the Coast
Salish Peoples, specifically the
shared traditional territories of
the Tsawwassen, Skwxwi7mesh
Uxwumixw (Squamish), Tsleil-
Waututh, and x"mabk“ayam
(Musqueam) First Nations, who
have been stewards of this land
since time immemorial.

Superindendant: Doug Sheppard
A. Superindendant: Brad Bauman
Principal: Sonia Sahota

Vice Principal: Vlad Nikic

Vice Principal: Bill Richards

Office Manager: Barb Pashak
Chair of the Board: Joe Muego
Trustee: Ammen Dhillion

Emergency Contact Information:

- kidshelpphone.ca (text 686868)

- Mental Health Crisis and Suicide
Prevention Help Line 9-8-8

- Crisis Line 604-872-3311

- Suicide Help Line 1-800-784-2433
-In an emergency, dial 9-1-1

or go to your nearest hospital

emergency room
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What’s Happening at NDSS?

Debate Club

NDSS has started a Debate Cub. Student, Farah, and Mr. Minichilli have supported our first debate on the topic of
cellphones in schools. Each member of the team fiercly debated Mr. Richards. Kudos to each student for being
brave to take on Mr. Richards.
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What’s Happening at NDSS?

SSA

On November 18th, the SSA provided students with samosas to celebrate GurPurab. Thank you for your seva.
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What’s Happening at NDSS?

Global National News Story

Neetu Garcha, interviewed Alia Sheemar, Makalya Cadag, and Coach Cory McKenzie on the topic of Girls in Sport.
The story ran on November 18th. Thank you to our brave students who were so comfortable in front of the cam-
era!

Check out the story at https://globalnews.ca/video/10876235/more-girls-playing-sports-but-still-less-than-boys-
study/

Grad Wear
Grad Council has organized Grad Hoodies and Pajamas this year. We look foward to seeing our graduating stu-
dents in their grad spirit wear.
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Student Supports

The Confidence Collective
Every Tuesday at lunch, our CYCW, Ikjot Sandhu will support girls with building their confidence through
activities, games and role-playing. They meet in the Gym Studio.

Take Your Kid to Work Day-Grade 9
On Wednesday November 6th, 3 staff members brought their grade 9 children to spend the day at NDSS.

Lukas, Gavin and Manraj had a great day!

Intermurals at Lunch

Mr. Cotter’s Leadership will be running Intermurals at Lunch on the following days:
Nov. 18, 19. 21: Badminton

Nov. 26/28: Soccer

Dec. 2,4,6,9,11,12: Volleyball

Dec.16,17,18, 19: Basketball
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Student Supports

Open Gym
The gym is open at lunch for students to play basketball on Wednesday’s and Friday’s.

Library Learning Commons

The library has truly been a vibrant hub of activity this falll Numerous student clubs have been using the space for their
meetings, fostering collaboration and creativity. Teachers have also collaborated with the teacher-librarian, Mr. Hundal, on
various projects, further enriching the educational experience for our students. The library learning commons also hosted
a school-wide vote led by Mr. Wong’s Socials 10 classes, where students had the opportunity to make their voices heard.
Additionally, representatives from several post-secondary institutions visited to discuss admissions and future opportu-
nities with our students. In our efforts to further enrich the library experience, we’ve added over 150 new books spanning
a diverse range of genres, ensuring our collection reflects the rich diversity of our school community. To top it all off, over
350 students have checked out books so far this year—continuing to make the library learning commons a key resource for

learning and growth! Thanks to the NDSS community for all their support for the library learning commons.

Bike Racks
Our bike racks are finally here! We would love to see more students using them.
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What’s Happening at NDSS?
East End Boys Club

“Boys club has meant a lot to me as it has given me the opportunity to meet new people and learn from them and
their stories. Being able to relate to some of those stories has helped me realise that my life still has purpose despite
all the challenges and adversity that | might be facing. It has helped me gain confidence and develop relationships
with others that | couldn’t have before. Sal’s story helped me understand that you can turn your life around if you
really want to, despite any challenges that you might be facing. It is a great place to be, you can trust everyone there,
share your thoughts, and you can be open and learn to grow not only as a student but as a person as well. It really has
meant a lot to me and hopefully everyone there too. :)”

Profile of the Month

This month we profile Kelsey Hardcastle, CYCW at NDSS. Kelsey has been with the Delta District School Board for 3
years. She currently supports our Alternate Education program where she is instrumental in supporting the social and
emotional needs of our learners. You may not know this but, when she was 15, she had the opportunity to travel to
Nicaragua with a school group to help a developing school in the country’s capital and surrounding areas. She helped
with delivering hygiene products, food, school supplies, etc to many different communities throughout Nicaragua and
had the privilege to spend time with students in a few different schools.




Laadliyan

This fall we launched Laadliyan. The Born to Rise program supports our female youth through mentorship and coach-

ing. Many thanks to Scott at Beyond Mars for donating Laadli t-shirts to our students. We appreciate your support
Scott!

laadliyan 7h

Laadiiyan ‘

Our lovely Born to Rise Program participants
from North Delta Seocndary School in BC




North Delta Secondary

DECEMBER 2024
Athletics

Gr.8 Girls Volleyball

Congratulations to the Gr.8 Girls Volleyball team. After defeating their crosstown rivals Seaquam, the team qualified for
the South Frasers Championships! This is a first time in a long time that our gr.8 girls have qualified for South Frasers!
During the tournament the girls battled some stiff competition such as McMath, Richmond Christian and MacNeil.
Although they didn’t advance to the next round, the team showed tremendous growth & character, going farther than
any North Delta gr.8 girls volleyball team has ever went. The future bright is for our girls volleyball team and we are
excited for them when they play for the jr. girls volleyball team next year.

Sr. Girls Volleyball

Congratulations to the Sr Girls Volleyball team on finishing 2nd in tier 2 girls volleyball provincials. After nail-biting vic-
tories over Sands & Richmond, the girls lost to Kelowna in the final, although they had shown tremendous resilience &
character, battling in the championship game. Despite this, the girls overachieved and had some fantastic play espe-
cially considering both Sands & Richmond were higher ranked teams and Sands had defeated our girls twice before
defeating them. This is due to the girls’ commitment to excellence and raising their performances when it mattered
the most. For example, Elizabeth Kovacik & Jasleen Gill were named tournament all stars - both having played their
best tournament ever while still being in gr.10! Girls, you have made North Delta proud, and we are looking forward to
more success in the upcoming years!

Sr. Boys Soccer

After three grueling days of play the Sr Boys Soccer team finished 4th in the 3A Boys Soccer Provincials. Finishing first
in their pool after defeating Westview, Walnut Grove & Van Tech, the boys headed into the semi-finals, losing to Burn-
aby North 2-1 with the deciding goal coming in last few minutes of play. Despite the heartbreak the boys rebounded
back in the 3rd place game and put up a strong match against Kitslano, losing to them in penalties and finishing 4th in
the province. Special shout out to Lucas Banderia for an amazing goal against Kitslano to tie the game up. Regardless,
they had a fantastic performance & were worthy of being called Provincial Champions. Stephano Rettis Martinez was
named to the Super 16 Team while Angad Gill had a fantastic tournament being one of the best goalkeepers and Fran-
cesco Rettis-Martinez was one of the top goal scorers of the tournament. Overall, the boys had a fantastic season, win-
ning the South Fraser Championship (first time since 1998) and finishing 4th in the province. We are looking forward to

more success for the boys soccer program in the future - one step at a time!
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In Memoriam

The North Delta SS community is currently mourning the loss of Jospeh Maku.

Joseph Maku was a beloved member of our Husky family. His charisma and positive attitude made a lasting impact on
students and staff at NDSS. Joseph was an outstanding mentor and role model for younger students. His leadership
skills helped guide others to positively contribute to our community and become involved in the school’s culture. As

an integral part of our senior boys basketball team, Joseph won many awards, accolades, and All-Star selections over

the last couple of years. Joseph’s incredible energy, resilience, work ethic, dedication to his teammates, and ability to
understand the game, helped our team place in the top four at the Provincial Championships last year! Most impor-
tantly, Joseph was a kind, generous, sincere, compassionate, and thoughtful person with an impeccable academic
potential. He will always remain close to our hearts.
Written by Mr. Nikic
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What’s Happening at NDSS?
On Friday, November 29th, WorkSafe BC set up thier mobile experiential learning stations, Find Your Fit. Students were able to
learn about careers such as, Dietician, Mehcanic, and Aerospace Engineer.

Grad Spirit Week
On Decades day, members of Grad Council dressed from the 90’s. And our team of VP’s were twinning on Twin Day.
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Remembrance Day at NDSS

On Friday, November 8th, we held a Remembrance Day assembly at NDSS. Ouor school trustee, Ammen
Dhillon, attended and we were priclegded to have Retired Lietuenant Commander John Kabesh speak to
our students about the impact of war.

We are fortunate that our student population is so diverse. We had students read out a lang acknolwedge-
ment in multiple languages and the video shown was inclsuive of soliders from various ethnicities, gen-
ders, and Indigenous soldiers.

Air Cadet, Tafida Haque, of 819 Seahawks laid a wreath. Thank you Tafida.

wCanada
emembe{rs
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Read A Good Book Lately?
OR
Listened to a Good Podcast Lately?

If you have a reccomendation for a Podcast, please share with us. We recognize that Podcasts
these days are full of valuable learning and can assist with getting your teen off of their phone.
Here are some to visit:

TED Talks Daily

Every teen has probably seen a TED Talk or two, even if it's just in class. The podcast maintains
what makes them so enjoyable: they’re short, easily digestible nuggets of interesting information on
a wide array of topics.

The Mortified Podcast

This podcast is all about those cringeworthy moments that teen life is made of, so they’ll definitely
relate to some of the stories shared. It might even help them feel less alone if they’re frequently
embarrassed (especially by their parents).

Part-Time Genius

For teens who love asking absurd questions, this podcast may just have the answers. Hosts Will
and Mango investigate topics like weird inventions, how rats keep outsmarting humans and surpris-
ing facts about alligators.

Song Exploder

For music fans (and possible future songwriters), this podcast asks musicians to take apart their
own song and explain how it was made. It mostly focuses on indie rock acts, but guests have in-
cluded everyone from FKA Twigs to K-pop Star Eric Nam to ‘90s radio staple Semisonic.
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Delta Youth Advisory Council (DYAC)

NDSS hosted the monthly meeting for all district DYAC students in our Library Learning Commons. At this meeting, we had
district staff, Assistant Superintendents Brad Bauman and Jane Gray attend, as well as secondary school administrators.
Trustee Nimmi Daula had the following to say about the event:

“It was wonderful to witness the passion and commitment of the students at the DYAC meeting. Their dedication to making a
difference and create a better community that supports equity, and inclusion is both inspiring and motivating. Supporting their
vision is truly a privilege.”

North Delta Social Media Accounts

We live in a world where social media has become integral to our everyday lives. It is often used as a communication tool, as a
business tool, is a way to keep connected to loved ones, and can at times be used for inappropriate means. At the school, we
take any in-stance of misuse very seriously. | would like to highlight how the school uses social media for positive reasons. The
accounts below are official school accounts that are monitored by a member of staff. Please visit them to learn more about our
Athletics, Dance, the Go Green Club, and more.

Social Media Account Teacher Sponsor Account Details
Athletics Mr. Dhanda IG: @ndhuskies

X: @NDhuskies

Home Economics/Foods Mr. Frankson IG: @ndss_foods_textiles
Dance Ms. Horobec IG: @ndss_dance
Breakfast Club Mr. Frankson, Ms. Fang, IG: @ndss_breakfastclub

Ms. Bousserska
Theatre Department Ms. Inglin IG: @ndss_theatre
IG: @ndss_crew
Go Green Club Ms. Blouin IG: @ndssgogreen
Jewellery Club Ms. Yap IG: @ndssjewellersclub

Students for Social Justice Ms. Barnhardt-Leung IG: @s4sjndss




